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ABSTEICT 

The first section of this study traces the history of 
the story of "Little led Hiding Hood^" froB its possible primitive 
origins, through its first publication in 1697^ up to its current 
status. The second section analyzes the language of an interesting 
1856 version of the tale and compares it vlth more modern versions* 
Table I indicates levels of reading difficulty for editions of the 
story according to Fry's readability technigue. Table 11 presents a 
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shorter, the use of complex and complex-compound sentences has 
decreased, and simple sentences have become more usual. Moreover, it 
suggests that the level of literary sophistication-^evidenced by use 
of subplots, interior monologue, multiple morals, and imagery-^has 
declined since the 1856 version. It further suggests that children be 
exposed to more and different kinds of literature during their 
formative years. (LL) 
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Abstimo'fcs 

This Is a tvo^part study of tbs tels "Uttls Rsd RidlBg Hood««« His 
first ssotion timass ths Ustoij @f the stdi^f frm its posslUs prlzaltlTS 
origlBSt itarou^ Its f Irrl pubUMtim 1^ 1697f %m Its aontisiUAg popularitj 
%o3mjm Tim sseosd ssetlaa asidyiss tbs laagim^ ef u l^srsstlag 1856 
fmrAm of th# tels aad sei^rss It witt wrs Mds» Tsridoiis* W iook^ 
lug at ^s tijids of w^ds ussdy ^ Iraffth of ssrtsMSS and wrAs, tbs 
Unds eoBplsidty of s«t«ioss» ud Utosmfy sopUstlMtlsef itm 
rtudy ifaows how a dsollM has tekm plaes Im ths us« of tts Eagll^ laagMgo 



aid off srs Idsas oa a posslUs na^# 



iraiT mm mrrsm^ to litm ridins hood? 

k study A Ilttrsax7 Kit anS Its I^ngwgt 

nie a^asspasylfsg of "Littld Red Elding Hoad^ ms published by 

UaLou^lin Brothert la New Tork City la 1U6 ai part of "Aunt Ibry*! Sarias*" 
At that tj^e tht aost of lIaI#ou^lla Brothers* mrloue ^Itlons of this 
famous old nursery tele ranged fron 6 eents plain to 12 omts aolored* Ihls 
j^rtleiilar edition J.s InterestjAg for two reasonss nrstf beoause of its rtory 
andf seeondf beaause of Its lanprngs* ^e purpose of this artlale Is to in* 
Teitigi.te these two a^eots of the 1S5S "Red Hiding Hood" in order to ^ed 
li^t on elemmts both past and presant in ^lldrm's litaratui^* 

^rt li The Folk Talm 

Charle s Ferrault » Th^ mtwf of Idttle Red Riding Hood vat first published 
in Faris in 1697 by Oharles FerrapUlt in Us Hlstolres on Oontes da teMS w>sge g 
aTsc Uoralltei a HowaTeri idthia the last twenty five years an ori^nal nnu- 
Mript eontainlng flwe of Ferrault*s tales (inaluding "Red Riding Hood") has 
0«s %m te'Md 1695 «^ This ms a dslwe dedintion aopy intended for 

HMMiseUe ElimWtli Ofaarlotte d!Orl«nsp aieee of LeyLia JO? p aal is now in 
tiie Piem^t Herau X-ibwy im Raw Tork OLtym B$£§n tke md of 3497 FerraultU 
wm^^tmemm tsTes "Rad m^ng Hooi«« ^SLm^im BM^»* Beardp* "ftss In 

BoatSi* ul *0lBd«rsUap* mmmg othe7»^had %ms rs^^rted in HoUMd and Frana«« 

f^E*y»gfyeirte»tli o ^yy i;, Ae ead^stsGee of the •tory before Periiuilt is 
imalei^« Saos seholars hawe atteqpted to find its ori^a ia prisdtiTe ^rthologr 
as early aw* s attMpi te e^lala natuiml pheaomana* Thus Red Mding Hood beaoaes 
dawn naUeved ^y and dAiwered fran algM (or ioaatjjws tte nni)f represents 

0^ is omedi^ lir# JoseiAi Rt ftirtoa of Oeaewp lUtooie« It ms ^Tea 
as a ^t to his ao^o* lAea ifae we a abUd« nui authors wlA to -i&ank h^ 
for publlaatioa penlsrtOBs 



ty wolf p ©r As is dsiarilitd ae Spilngy aronsd with nowsrsp itxo mtmQt 

2 

rsmia in the t^d.ly of ^# wolf or idnter. Furtheraore, the fto^ is luiked 
to iht anaisnt "iwallo^ Isganda lik© Oronas disgor^ng hia smUowed ohildran 
in Ortsk agrttiologf p or Jomh haing smllowsd by tiie *al# in th© Old Ttstaoent.^ 

Othtr »eho3Art haT© attMptad to find ©Tid#na# of ihe folk ori^n of th© 
mtQtj in Porraiit't lansiago. The word ••alaperoaf" for inr^nasp in t^ FrTOch 
titlt ^Lb Petit Olmpiron Rougi'* ie dafinod in se!r9nteenth aentury dlatlonariai 
a§ a Tory old t^e of hat mm in the Ittddle Ages,* Aleo, the same "Uathsr 
Goois" hai been « nn eat od with mrly folklore or ©Ton hiito^. IMi familiar 
tara wae mde famous by Perrault in hig 1697 edition, the frenttspiaae of *iah 
ahowed three ahildren and an ©Id woi«n in front of the f Ira with a plaque on 
the mil reading '^Oontei de m mre l*^e«" It bae bem maggertad ttot in 
Frenah medieml ^llagee an old woman kept traek of the geeae andp as a stoak 
taller of taleSp aould be aalled m&rm l*Oye«**^ Th^ mse Mother Goose in 
Frenah Ims also been tfaaed baak te the mother of Obarleznagnef Bertha^ "Quen 
Goosafootf**® or to Bertfaap wlfa of Robert 11, king of Franae in the lltii awtui^p 
Mlled Bertte Ooosefoot*^ nmllyp aoq^ratiTa folkloriataf by mtahing Per- 
rault *y veridon with folk versions dating after Msp ran find elemnts ibi^ 
he rewired as being **in bad taatef pueilley or too priiri.tita** s for instanaep 
the ^rl being Incited to eat har Bfanimother's flesh or her qua st ion about ikm 
haiiT^ body of the wolf # 

Saventeeq'to C»tntury « All suah thaorieSf howaTery teTt by no maana beea 
proTen* In faotp it la Aaar teat the story of Little Rad Mding Kood has nrrsr 
airaulated wU^y lAare folkteles are learned onaiyi praatimlly all Tarsions 

Q 

are based upon Penmult or ihm brokers Orias* Ittdaadp Uiere are saholars Ao 
go so ftr as to bellei^ teat Perrault invented tela tela 

It is also ^«ar ttet fti.iry tales vara flLi^onbla in tte aourt of Xiouis XIV 
tiimty years bafora Famult*s ^bliwtiont a letter hy V^Sam da Seidgtsa to 



Isd Riding 

ti&r dau^tdrf wrlttdii in 1676 p adtrtioni fairy t^es "tfast Himf smuie the ladi@i 
vith at VdF»ill«i»**^ IMs ms tha Agd of RdaKnt tha Koo«»^assiMl Agdt 
bueolles and #slopi«St @n ^asd^nl msddlfp and ^us itarlas of pM»nts were 
in fashiona ^Are ip^ld then he tvo leYsle of the telei tte literal one for 
ehlldren and the symholld for adultly irtierein the wolf in had laduoes tiie ^rl« 
At iMft Perreult tas a ^'morallta** h\i tiie end of his stoiy waraj^g young iJidiaa 
ahQut gantla volTasi a rational effort hj Farraultp it iMm hean luggattedp to 
exouea adult anjoyaaat of puerile mttar.^^ 

iftar Paxrault a SlAoa Parrault*a puhllMtlos of hia folk t^aap thajr isTa 
bean tmnaLatad into In^iihf Qamny ^mm^n$ Swadlehy Chinaaap and Japanaaa^^ 
and haaoma thorou^ly fuiiliar to ^lldm aTa^vhara* ^a firat translation 
of Pamult into In^lA was mda hj Rohart Subar is 1739 and appeared in 
London I bafora tit a and of the aigfataratt oantui^ this tfmnalation ted bean ra^ 
printed Any timas in En^and*^ nm Mrst ^arimn aditloBf Sambar*8 translationp 
was issued ^ Pater Edaa in mTarhilly IbssadiuMttBy Uk 1794^^1 or by J« 
Ri^ngton in Haw Tork in 1795^17 

The Brothers GriM# The brothara Grim oollaotad a pmmwA retAon of Red 
Riding Hoody teting soas Garnn traditions Imt basad an Parfmult*a priAtad talep 
and prirtad it as **Rotfapp^an** im their aollaotlon of mB«^^ Their andingf 
Aiah prasiaably Msa froa Samn folklore » is Uffarrat frm Parnulti althar ' 
Red Rittng Hood alma or i^th her p^Lndmothar is rasauady aithar bafora or 
after baing raallowad by tha wolf ; 

Miaataentfa Om^t^ m Duxing the nlaatasBth oantufyi sapafata tales of 
Parmultp and awatisss of Ox^tey war* produaad as ahapbookSi or "ahaap booksy*^ 
oostlng^aidy a panny (ta Bn^ad) or a few aants (in Amari.oa)t it was throng 
these aditlons ttat tta storlaa bacava so popuiar*^^ Our 1856 -raralon of ''Iiiitla , "4% 
Red Riding Hood y^ oofftiag only a few amtsy would ob^aualy fit in at this polntyr^D^p^ 
a period of repid growth In tha dbildratt*a book :lirad« laVbfHb^b ^^^JoMiMt^'"'' 



tha firrb Hi^as OhrlftiaB Asdarata talaa is Bs^iib and tha first ba^k of I^r 
noBsan^ appearad Iji tha 1840*ai ••R^ MdiHg Haed** ma publiriiad in tha Haaa 
Trmauiy Sariaa ia 1843, aad tha Fatar rt.rlay haaka wara rmrf popular«21 

3j %ia ti^a ttara wara nany mriattaaa in tha '^a* For i^a^tajiaap Had 
Riding Hood mj Mri7 in har teatot auatardp huttarf aakasp affiay daintiaap 
braadf eookiaay aaat, wimm^ or wmj aombimtion of thaaaa^^ ^d tha at^isga 
sra mnft tha i^lf drowt in hat mnmw9 mtari or ha is d,it apan fillad 
rtth stoMsi or ha is buimad in tha ttroat by Had Mding Hood* a »p| w ha 
taars tha wtmila and bmina wt af tha ^rl har p^ndsothari or aftar 
tha voif ia killadp Had Mding Kaady har mathary f^ndsatharp and mod nymphs 
all Join iM ^n^g tha 1farsalllaiaa«^^ 

Tha 1856 Varsias * Omr 1856 Tarilan has ^aa ussswl nriasaaai vhila 
tha aolf la daTourlng ^mndMtharf Rad Uding Hood baa SDoa adTaaturaa harsalf* 
Sha Mate a mspp a littla tosi-tity and **an agad orana ^tharlng mtararassaa*" 
At tha and 9 aftar faaTjjig ralayad a aaarat maamga to tha ^mm hunt nan froa 
tha old TOnnt tha gLrl is saTad by ttla huntann ^a has ban aamad by tha 
msp and toi^tit. Alsof by this tiaa tha "^old arma" faaa turoad into a bMutiftd. 
young fairy ^o alll almys pntaat Uttla Rad Mdtog Ho^ baaauaa Aa imn baaii 
80 kind ta tha va^^ twtitp and mtaroraaa ljLdy# Thm only indlntion of tha 
origin of ttia Tarsion tea bam found to ana boaki^^ lAiarain tha mipi a littla 
bird 9 and an old daaa looktog for araataa appaar in a Tarsion inaludad in tisa 
aaation ^'Fzmnaa*^ Tha faiiy ^anmt and naral ara not Sm ttii varsianf hoiraTCr* 
It my ba of additianl intaraat ta nata that bath tta mi^^ and aatararasi^^ 
ara oonaaptim s;mbola>*<*that isy in Mma folk litaratura thay eauaa aonaaptian 
if aatasv 

TTOBtS^atft Oantu ry^ in sar« raaairt tljoaip tha id.da ijifluanai f Idttla Rad 
Ridliig Haad ba aaan to a faxlaty of mya« A Fraudtos iwA%rpn±B.ilon of tha 
tala aaaa ^a ^rl'a adTaatiyraa aa tha Oadipal ataga lii tha daralopmant of tha/ 



Bod Mdlng 

ehUdj th© huntaiM b@tog iht wtrmE fathtr figuM.^T psydiMmlyit Erteh 

Jromn ^91 mrm further 1 *th© wolf is r«lly dl^Jjiyajig pre©»aey*«i^ #ias 
filli hii ually (w©i*) with tht ^rl and bar pmataothart ttd 1« pTOiAtd ^ta 
Littla Rtd Riding Hoed atovs stonei, the sy^ol ©f rtartlityi in Mia i^sidsst 
This is prassstdd as a tels of woon ifao tets Ma sad st£« - - Cm. a lass amltad 
jUaa, a aodara TerMoa of tea tala is antltlad '•Llttla aaak Mdisg H©od'« aad 
bar teskat cantaiaB ^ul foodi Aa wears a rad pMts sultf ud at tta aad aTaiy* 
oaa is aaTedt ineauding tha wolf, ^a is to tha aity saa lAsra ha^a 

aisurad of thraa saiaa a day.*' todaadt this ahai^g folktala has had a long 
aad hardy lifaS 

fskrt Hi Tha Laaguaga 

Kinds 2£ yogds # Anothar iatansting f aatura of Uia 1^6 varidoa of "Littla 
Rad Riding Hood" is tha hi^ laTsl of its languaga* Of aoursa it ajmibits "old* 
fashioned'* tarnis no langar in usai "prithaaf* "quothj'* ■'pmndaaiy** **p©^f'* "ha* 
thouihtf" •'Goody,* and '*ospiad«'* Wai it also usas worts whiah ara atill aoaaptad 
in rtandard En^lah at a rathar sophiatlMtad laYalt **iaftiBtiBag'* "voraoiouflyi** 
'^aloquant,'' '*dasuralyp«' "kaoll," "stapmatp* •tradgadt'* •*nostrU,«' "daarapit,'* 
•yarrantlyp*' aad "■ortal,'' ^ah words would aa^ar ha fo^d oa my kind of a list 
of eomoa i^rdsp auah as tha DU^^hiai list of 3000 **fulliar** nrds knom by 
at l^tt of f eurth«s»da studastt*'® 

length o£ Saataaaas and Wordf * Tha Iwgua^ of our Tarttm aJEMhits 
sophistlMtlaa and daplb an saTanl athar lavAs as will« O^a mMsura of wah 
dapth la tha laagth of saataaaaa ud wardsp as ladlaatad by a raadabillty ta^-> 
siquat ftir* a proaaAira ^ paph prairilda a ^da Irral for rMdiag matariU. 
basad oa santanoa and wrd laagtb«3^ Tl&bla I glTaa ^da lamia aaaariUag to . 
rry*a gimph far twm^ saTaa adltient af *Uttla Had Riding Rood** pullad at 
zudoB froB llbrai7 JlialTaa ia ordar ta ab'tetia a dhronologiaal sampling. In 
sftoh MM ttaraa auplaa af apprajdntaly ona hundrad worda aaoh wara aTsmgad^^^^i^ 
in pHw M obtain on* •oor»« fttm 190L en all fvAeuB prvduaad a Mora of. 



Red MdlBg Hoad«€ 

TABLE 1$ LsTeli of Readisg Diffieulty for Editions of "Idttl® Red Mding Hood" 

Aooordisg to l^*g Eta^Mlity ToeJ^qut 



Cats of Fubll^tloa 




Data of FubllratloB 


Gmde 


1697 (Peiratilt) 


7th 


ao data (astlisatsd 


7* 


1729 (&^er) 




aarly 20^ esntuiT') 




7th 


1913 




1820 




1925 


7-ai 


1854 


8th 


1928 


7th 


1866 


7th 


1933 


5tij 


187- 


9tb*» 


1936 


4th 


1875 


7th 


1944 


6th 


1890 


7th 


1957 


6th 


1895 


6th 


1962 


6th 


1895 


7th 


1967 


6th 


1901 


9th«* 


1967 


7th 


1907 


6th 


1968 


5th 


1907 


6th 


1974 


4th 



lesfif m 

saores Biurt bt eGnaidtr#d approsdmts Anmrn ths aTvngs nwbtr of 
sMtmoos por 100 wordi Lm so low ttot the point tmlln off the eraph« 



httvtes 4th and 7th ^mdta^ td.^ a maan saora of S«7« Tha o^jr Morai hi^ar 
than 7th pade wart Is Tartioai hafora 1902 p and our 1856 vtoiy etandt at tha 
top at 9ih gnda« fha wmm NOra bafora IWT im 7a6« 

^UmAw and DorologatT gg Soptanaap ^ Al^ou^ tantenoa loagtti oomlates 
hi^7 vith ■antoma aoiwlesitfpS^ a la^ awtmaa la aot aaa«BiM-ilr oooplas 
is thou^t* A rtflsg of Aort kemal tontenoaa^'^ long empousd MntasoaM 
wUi oonslfet of •truoturai amilahla to jjmatura Imguaga uitri« But mtura 
^iakart and vrltari wiXX uea mbordlmta olaufMp sous modlfiwiy fartelii 
and aora ooflpliMttd Qo^ln imtaMeaA^' %hla II prafMtt a U^igtlo 
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TAME III San-te'nea Co^lejcl'ty 










Nd. of 
vords 


No, of 
■entrees 


■en'tsnsfl 


Paremtegsi of total numbeif of 
santaneas 


No, rf 
adjeo- 


No, of 


Ho, ef 

•ttba 


Date 


nmplad 




length 
In wordfl 


CoB^lax 


O^qpo^nd~ 
complex 


& oon^ 
pouttd* 


Goor" 
pound 




tlves 


Tertala 


elausav 


1697 


517 

i 


31 


16,7 


31^ 


- " 


55i 


1^ 


3^ 


58 


14 


21 


1729 


524 


20 


26 ,2 


45jC 




80^ 


iq^ 


i - 


58 


^ 18 


36 


1820 


506 


18 


28,1 


50^ 


33^ 




1^ 


6^ 


77 


1 

i 23 


27 


187- 


544 


14 


38,9 


29^ 


! 3^ 


; 65^ 


21^ 


l¥ 


68 


i 

i 10 


18 


i 

|187S 
\ 


501 


26 


19,3 


4^ 


l¥ 


i 

1 6^ 




1 

1 31^ 

} 


65 


: 19 


21 


1890 


517 


31 


16,7 


3^ 




; 55^ 


1 ^ 


1 4^ 


41 


; 9 


23 


18% 


507 


22 


23,1 


50^ 


2^ 


73^ 




1^ 


51 


14 


26 


1913 


504 


33 


15,3 


15f. 


27^ 






; 

i 551 


44 


8 


19 


1928 


504 


36 


14,0 






6^ 






82 


18 


33 


1932 


515 


29 


17,8 


38^ 


21^ 


5^ 


14^ 


2^ 


62 


9 


a. 


1936 


501 


32 


15.7 


scpC 




59jC 


1^ 


2^ 


59 


8 


23 


1957 


526 


34 


15.5 


41^ 




5^ 




44^ 


63 


15 


20 


1967 


529 


35 


15,1 


37^ 




4^ 




49^ 


58 


14 


20 


1968 


515 


44 


11,7 1 

i 


41^ 




48^ 




5C^ 


49 


9 


2S 


1974 


518 


43 


12,0 


20, 




3^ 




5^ ; 


60 


8 


20 


1856 


507 


19 


26,7 


9^ 


5^ 


95;C 


5^ . 


1 

0 ; 


64 


9 


38 



asiUjftls of ilrldeii of th« twenty ifTda Terrtdst of our folktald* moio wLfAmm | 

Torsions ivtr« solMtod at mndray ap^ln to pro^do a ^hronologlMl galling* 

la all Msos tha first approidMtfly f Ito bmidrdd vords wsro assdi mrtations 

dopsndlAg on vharo a sentimo stoppoda Btsldas aTongs sentsaos Imffttip ^ ;;fi 

qualitloB utasurod vsr# klBds of smtmos (coaplsjCf aoaipouad^aotj^ldjiy a aombi« 

Bation of thsss two Uiidsp eGrapoundi and 9L^X%)% mmbsr of adj satires • tiumbar ■ 



E0d Hid^g mpd^B 

of TOTteli (partieipl©!, gerunda, i^isitiTas) and nimber of aiberdittat© 
alau8ai« 

Somm alMr pattarna amargai trm 1697 to 1974 santanoas l^wm baaoaa 

shortarp tha usa of aa^lax and Qmplmx^ompQimi mmtAmnemw Jmm laasanadi and 

slsaila Mntanoaa taTa baaeiia mara ugwl# ffliara alia aaamt to ba a tra^ tomri 

fawar Ttrbala and favtr aubordlsata alausaa. Ouk* partioidar 1856 Tarslon standa 

out an^hatiMlly is eea^l^ or eoi|peund*eOT«il« sratanaaa (95^)g in aTamga 

santanoa leng^ (2ift7 varda)f in nosbar of aubordlmta alauaaa and adJactlTes 

usadf and jji tha aosEplata laak of aimpla aantonaaas Coa^dsri for inrtanaai 

Ua da0*aa of langimga aophlatlaatlon naad^ to undara^d a aantanaa lika this 

ona at tha elisM of our atoryi 

^Ttaa battar to aat you upp** oMl^mad tha wolf p mm Juat about to 
mka a aprlng at tba poor lltila ^rlp irtian a naapp lAo Imd f ollowad har 
into tha oottagap stung tba volf in hlB noatrllp and mda h^ anaasa aloud p 
lAiob ga^a tha aigMl to a tois^tlt parahad on a bnnah naar tha opan Msa^i* 
mmitp lAio mUad out **Tvnt«-t«Mtp** vIdA mrnad tba ^#aB huntmmp #io 
aoaordin^y lat tlj him arrowp that struak tha wolf ri^t throu^ tha aar 
and kUlad him on tha not* 

4 . ■ 

Not only ia thia a Tory long atntanoa^*ai|^ty«aig^t worda^^but it ie a santanaa 
wbarain idea ia pllad upon ldaa« Within tta al^t aubordinata alausai ara at 
laast slaTan ehronologioal aTmtai ^a map fllaa into tha aottagap tha tomtit 
parahaa on a branohp -&a wolf ailaa outp Ua wolf ia about to aprlng on tha ^rlp 
tha immp atinga tha wolfp tiia wolf uaasaai^itha naaia aigpala tiia tos^<»titp tha 
tom-tit Mlla outp -V^m huntmn ^oota an arrowp tha an'ow hita tha aolf p tha 
wolf dlaa* 

Lltarary Sophiati^tlen^ In addition to quality of mrdsp langth of 
itntanoaa and of wordap and oooplnlty gC aantanaaa and ^ua of thou^tp a 
broadar d^maion antara into langttaBi ao^ietirationt tha way itha whola ia 
put togathart In thla »aa our 1856 Taralon aAiblt a a lltarary^^phiitiaation 
whioh aonsista of tha uaa^ of au^plotap iJitart^ar ffimaloguap nult^la momlay 
and laagarjr*^^ VhUa tha waif ia at p^ndBoth«r*af Had Mding Hoaft meats tha 



mflpj th© tom-tiij and the watoreresi lady, irtio ©Tsa^ally tm-ns out to b@ a 
fairy e©mpltt@ idth idddlt and m^a# It would t© rtqulro a higher ItTal 

of thou^t to fQllow aaTeral ploti init«d ©f Juit oat« Ali©, in our Ttrslon 
the readsri are prasaatad with th© imier workiags ©f both the wolf and the girl 
as thty poader th© ©Tenti, a©raf©r© th© i^dar (or listsnsr) mart eop© with 
shifts from ©xterml t© latsrior aati©n.35 Likaids©, wa are ©^©std her© to 
©ST©ml somlii not juat the usual ©ae ©f btiag wreful ©f rtmagarss firrt, 
tha differanea is Indurtrloureass batvara a map aad a baai aaooad, aa ©^©rta'^ 
tloB to my ©na's prayars and pay attaati©n to Godi and, third, tha mj©r point 
of ImTMg "goodness of haart*" And, fimlly, -ttiara ara saTaral kinds of imagas 
used hara, mngiag from tha ipaeifi© aelors of tha flowari to the slmila of 
Red Ridiag Hood darting iat© tta farert "lika a frightanad tara#" 

Ooaaluiloa 

Thara is today a ganaml ©onaara ia ©ur ©ouatry about a daalina in the use 
of tha lagliih laaguaga# This daoliaa is aTidaaaad ia lowar cartel eaoras on 
tha imtional Soholaiti© Aptituda Tarts, in iaoraastd aumbars of ©olltga ramadial 
lavish courses, in tha ywri ©f auphamisms ani double-talk and lias duriag 
Viat m,m and Watarp^ta, and in the asMples of ♦•cartel atrooities*' oatalogyied in 
popular books meh at Edwla Merain'a Striatly Sp^kine ^^^ Siaea Jangw^ga is 
thinking and thus even ©i^liiation, suah ©onaara vould sastt mmntad* 

Our analysis ©f this 1W6 TarBi©n ©f "Littla Had Ridiag Hood" my ^Ta 
eluas to ©aa raasoa irtiy suah a daallaa tas taken plaoai the English langimge 
t© whiah ©hildrea haTa baaa a9Mad 1ms asgperdaaaad a ©ontlAual daorMsa in 
sophistintloa and dapth-^ia quality baA thug amatnass ^ words uied, in length 
of santanaaa and words, in a©qpla£ity ©f saataaaai and thus ©f ^©u^t, and in 
the oamplaxity and artist^ with lAi lab tha imala is put together. Althaugh 
Smart Hamtogmy wan the Nabal Prtia in literature far the prof oimd affect of 
his iiinpla and direct style, Md altheugti the world wisely actalr a i Henry Darl.d 
Thor«tt«s eall to "gimplify, simplify," this decline from siiapllcity to single* ; 
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mindsdnesi had barb ba stoppid. (niildren from ths ©arliefft agei *5uld b© 
eicpoged to all kinds of omX language (inaludlng psrtepi our 1856 nuraery tala)^ 
atidp Tfcsnsver th^ rtart to Imliti to rMdp th^ "should b© givtn sys^^^tie 
trainiag throng the rsadljig proffrsm io,th^ my deTQlop mora faaillty at an 
aarliar ag@ iji understanding inoreagin^y oomplex aoimuniMtloni from the ptlntad 
page.'* Thxm burden of building up languagtp and thug aMraiilng the thinking 
proaessp Inrbead of mtanng dom ar^ dea^mting languagey and thu? Teakenlng 
the ability to ttirikp must be p]^aed upon teaehers, sahool offieialSf authors^ 
publisherSp librarianaf parOTts-^in ihort upon us all# Other^sei m^n mi^t 
not eTen be able to "endure^" muah less "pretailp*' as T/llllam ^ultaier so 
lueldly spelled out the hunn task In his Nobel Friie aoaeptanoe epeeah* 
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Tort of 1856 '^Llttlt Rod Riding Hoed" 

TTSm ?k(m (and froHt eow)i AUJff IttRY'S fflWCBS 

LITII^ ^ RniMG HOOD 

Publldiod by UoLott^lin Brathtrsp 24 Baataan Strootf Now York 
Interod aaoordlng to Aat of Oanefoasf in tha yoar ISSfif by UaLoughlln Bros«y la 
th© 01©rk«» Offiao of tho Dletrlat Oourt of the U.S.p for tta Southirn Dirtriot of N#T# 



In a rdtlrod and ploaaast ^Uaga thors onaa UTsd a llttla ^rly i^o ma ona 
of tha prattloat ahUdran ermr aaas. Kar mathar land bar to axoassy and as to bar 
gmndtaothary aha vas doatin^y fond of barf ud loakad upon bar aa tha dalig^t of 
bar eyasy and tba aoitfort of bar daaUnl^g yaara« Tha gaod old daaa Imd a llttla 
hood of aoarlat ^slTat mda for bar tarlingp vhlah ba^oa bar ao daintily p that 
for mile a round Aa had bean nlalraMd Llttla Rad Riding Haod« 



One dayp irben her aother ted tekad a batab of mMmm A% eald to Little Rad 
Rlttrig Hoods "I bear your poor grantoa baa bam amngi aop prithaai go and aaa if 
aba ba any batter^ a^ teka bar tbla wka aiii t llttla^ p^ buttar."— Llttla Red 
Riling Hoodp itao ma a wUUng ebildp and almya rsad^ to be uaafult put the thiaga 
into a baskrtp and Imadiately aet off for tta tillaga vhara her pmndmother llTedp 
ihl^ lay on the other ^de of a tblok wod« Aa mm reaahed the outaklrta of the 
forertp iha mat a volf » lAio muld bafe liked mstly to tove deTOured bar at onaet 
bad there not been aome wood-auttera nMr at bandp lAm he feared aliht kUl Uji 
in tum# So he sidled up to the little glrlf a^ aaldf la aa vlwing a tone aa he 
aatOd asaysep ''Good aonilngp Little Red Mdlng Hood**' V>(tood ttore^gp Uaster Wolf p"* 
answered riiep ifao ted no idea ^ being afraU of eo al^ ^oken an anisal. /'And 
pxay where i»y you be going ao aarlyl" ^uoth the wolf « *I u going to py ^mtd^ 
mother' Of" replied Little Red Rldi^ Hoodp ^o thou^t there aould be no tem in 
telling Ub« '*Asd ttat are yam oan^Jig la yew teAetp 

aontimed the wolf p wnifttng ita aoirtarfca* "Uyp a Mke and a pot of buttari" 
answered siQple Uttle Red Riding ^odp <*beMU8e gEUdmother tea bem 111*** ^And^ 
where doe a poor ^uAram Un?** inquired great intereat« 

**Down beyrad tta ^Ip the otter ^e of ^ modp** a^ 

wolff *I donH mind if I and see her too* So X*U teke this roa^. and do you :^ 
go throui^ tte wo^p and we'll sea idii^ of ua stell be there flrat«" ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^i 

NoWf the wUy wolf Imaw wtfj. eaott^ttette would be the winner in. 
Fori latti^ almie Ue four feet apLlnet poor ;idttle . Red; Hood's t^oy teiewlii' 

da A throa^ tte underwood p and ;r swiv;a;oro as a/ pondf^tte^^^^^ 
Ao^ out to tte old ^mndaa' a j^aa^tage p ""hila he ii^|ev^ 
1^1 would atop to ^ther atimi^inleflyt^CT^!!^ n 
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voiee ag btrb ht alght* haT« erae to ^rlng you a aake and a p@t of butter that 
mother iradi you," ^Lift th© latah, and the bolt will fall,»« tte wolf did soy 
and in he wmty andp ^thout aaylng a word mordp he fell upon the poor old areaturef 
and ate her up in no tlmei for he ted not taeted food for the last three day i» He 
next &ut the deorp and putting on the gmndM'i nij^trnkp and ni^tgoTOi he got into 
the bed, drew the ourtainf art burled hii head in the pillar, and kept lAutfilng is 
his sloeTe at the trlek he meant to put v^on poor mtUe Red Ridtog Hoodf and 
wonderi^ng how long it would be before she owec 

MeaniMle Little Red Riding Hood rambled throu^ ^e wood idth ohild^llke d^eOf 
stopptog every now and then to listm to the birds that were sin^ng so weetly on 
the ^een beu^ip and picking strawbei^iesp i^ieh riie knew her grandM Iot^ to eat 
^th oreajsi tUl Am ted nearly filled her basket f nor ted die ne^eoted to ^ther 
all the pretty flowers, red, bluSf #ilte, or yellow, ttet hid tiielr sweet little 
h«ds a^dst the mossi and of 'ttese her aprw was at last so fullj that gtae lat down 
under a tree to sort them and wind toem into a swm-^a • 

niile she ms thus oeaupied, a wasp mmm buss jjig along and delisted at finding 
so sflny flowers withotrt the trouble of searahlng for them, he hmffm to drink up 
their hon^ ¥017 "romeiourty. Idttle R^ Riding Hoed taew wd.1 the fllf f erenae of a 

and bee^-how lasy -Qie one, and how industrious the other, yet, as they are 
all God^s ereaturesi nim «uldnH kill It, and oidy saidi "IWie as muah honey as 
you like, poor m^), ordy do not sting me*** ^e msp buised louder, as If to ttenk 
her for her kindness, and, 'rtien he ted ripped his fill, Aew away* Presently, a 
little tgm-tltp iiio ted been hopping about on a bou^ opposite, darted down on the 
basket p and peaked at one of the strawberries* "Eat as mudh as you like p pretty toi^ " 
tit,** aald Little Red Riding Hoods ** there idJLl be still plenty left for i^ndw and I 
for me*^ The tom*tlt replied, ''Twsat-*tw»t-^*p** in his own eloquent lanpiagef and, ^^ 
after gobbling up at li^st three st» was soon out of si*t.L,2^ 

Little Red Riding Hood now bethou^t her it ims time to m n^t : m putting har weath 
into her teskat, she tripped along dnurely enou0i, tUl ihe aame to a brook, where 
she «w an aged arone, almost bent doutte, seekjjig for something along the bank« 
'•Wtet are you looking for Goody !*• said the little ^rl* "For water-aresses, my 
pretty mid," mupsbled the poor old wonni *»wd a 30117 tmde It Is, ttet does not 
earn me telf bread toou^ to eat*** Little Red Rittng Hood bought It very terd the 
poor old areature shmdd wc^k and be hungiTr too, so ihe drew from her posket a large 
pieoe of bread, *leh her mother had ^tm her to eat by the te.yp and s4id, "Sit 
down. Goody p and eat this, and 1 idll^ther 3W old , 

w^n idllingLy aaaepted the offer, and sat doim on a knoll, irtiili Little Red Riding " 
Hood set to work in ^od^M,raest , ted ted presTOtty ftllaA ■ h^^^ ^th mter- 

aresses* mim her task" was ftnltfiid, ttr eld orone rose 
little «ld«» head, said, in quite a mfftirw^ 

Red RidiJig Hood, and now. If you teppsn to meet y&e ' 
pmy gtw Mm ay resets, iuad ^ 1^ therella 

Hoo d prOT dsed to do so, sad waUEtdT ©n^^^ to sea how thtf 

old woman ms getting along, but,i look as ; sha^^ ebuld see no itmee 

of her, nor of her water-presses^ *ae ieesied^^^^t^^ tewe mniiied alean out of si^tir^ 
••It is TOiy odd," ttou^t MttleiRedrR^ Hood,;to herself, *^for surely I ean waUi 
farter tten^^e." Ihen •te^ktpViJ.Oi^nrg a^ her, and prying into all the bushefl 
to see for -toe green huitt6maa,Jihinf^^^ and wondered?|fcy 

the old wroan ted i w« hdr sudS;a;Miiaii ' At'lilrtrr^ die was parsing W a^' 

- in , from . tt«>S«tt6i|^tiiSyaif^«iK«ilir "^^^ ' 
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his bow> wL^out taking ai^ furttiir n©tie© at Littlg Red Riding Hgodi tinidged 
oniardii wondirlng i*ia-t it all soant^ 



PMisntly the llttlt girl rMohed her p^ataother's wsll-lmoin aattagt, and 
knooked at the d©©r, «lho is theref" ert^ th@ wolf, forgrtting t© diiguiss his 
wic0» Little Red Riding Hood lias soaewtet startled at firrfe| then thinkisg her 1^ 
sr^ndaa tad a tad oeld that made her Ttiy hoarse , she anmerods •'It is your grandehild| 
Little Red Riding Hoodt 1*0 tai hrou^t you a Mke, and a little pot of butter, whieh ''^ 
aothtr sends yeu^** The mlf thw softened his wise a littlep a? he replied s **Lift 
the lateh, and the holt will fall." Little Red Riding Hood did as ih§ ^s told, and 
entered the aottage. The wolf then hid hie head under the hed-olothes, and saidi -PUtf 
the eake and the pot of butter on the shelf, d«tr, «d oome and help me to rtse«*» )| 
Little Red Riding Hood set down her basket, aad thee went and drew taok the eurtaiii,whefl 
she ms muah wrprised to see how oddly her ^netaother looked in her night*alothes« 

"Dear aeS pmn4»ma,* said the little ^rl, ••itet long arms you tave gotj»* 
''The better to hug you my ehild,»» annered the wolf, 1 

•'But, prandfflama, itat long ears you tave gotj" persisted Little Red Riding Hoed«^ 
"The better to listen to you, eMld," replied the wolf* 

^ ' ' ^ - ^1 

•*But, iprandmma, irtiat large eyes you hsTe gotS* eontinued the little girl* % 
"nie better to see you, w ahild,'^ nld the wolf • 

"But, prandmaTOa, wtat terrtble large ttt^th you tare gotj^* eried Little Red 
Riding Hood, who new bepLn to be frightmied. 

*'The better to sat you up," exolalaed the wolf, who las Just about to mke a 
spring at the poor little girl,vrtea a msp, ifto tad foU 

sttmg the wolf in his nostril, mwA md% hjji sneese aloud, iMeh^Te the sigoia tea 
toa^tit perohed on a bmnoh nMr tiie open Msment, who Mlled out "Twiat«tihiat," / 
^ieh mrned the green ^ bunt imn, 1A0 aoaordin^y let fly his arrow, that struak the 
wolf ri^ throu^ the ear and killed his on the spri. 

Little Red Rid^g Hood wag so fritfitmed, eTen after the wolf tad fallen taak 
dwd, ttat ^e bounaed out of the eottage, and, ^iMting the door, darted into the 
forert like a frightened tare, and mn till Ae ms out of breath, /tten she dropped , 
down quite esdiausted imder a tree« Ji$ 

Here she disaoTered that she tad ^stakea the fWd, iftear^^^^ 
she espied her old friend the water^aress woima, at sose distance; and, feeling, siin. 
she aould soon owertake the ag^ daae, she a^in. set off, aaUing out to her ewe^;^^ 
now and th«, to wtop* The old erotie, howewer, seaMd too deaf to hear; and itTwae. ^ 
not till they tad reaehed the ^rls of the forest ttat she turned round, when 
Little Red Ridi^ Hood's sui^rin, she peraeiw^ a young and beautiful being -iarp]Atfl| 
of the deopepit creature Am thou^t sbw was fellovi&g. . . .ri.lw^l ^ 

"Little Red Riding Hood," ^Id the faiir, for suah^ she was, "your goodnessroff 
bu.rt tas — «-« - — - — — ^ _ ^^^^ih^f^^ 

I, Ae 




